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SSPA offers ballet Examination classes fol lowing the syl labus of the Royal
Academy of Dance (RAD).  RAD is one of the world’s most influential  dance
education and training organisations.  There are currently over 1 ,000
students in full-t ime or part-t ime dance teacher training programmes and
each year the RAD’s renowned classical ballet examination syl labus is
taught to thousands of young people worldwide,  with around a quarter of
a mil l ion pupils per year going on to take exams.

What are the benefits of s itt ing ballet examinations?

Having a goal to work towards
Attaining a higher standard of technique, musicality and performance
Receiving recognition from the world’s largest ballet examining body
Receiving a report ,  certi f icate,  and medal in recognition of achievement
Gaining confidence and increasing enjoyment in dance
Allowing students the opportunity to reach their ful l  potential  

There are a number of additional costs and commitments required to
participate in ballet exams. All  these are outl ined clearly in this
information pack so please read through it  carefully .

ABOUT
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T h e  R o y a l  a c a d e m y  o f  d a n c e
( R A D )



c l a s s  r e q u i r e m e n t s
a n d  e x a m
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  
RAD Exams are offered to all  students enrolled at SSPA who wish to further

their classical ballet training and work towards perfecting their exam work.

Any students wishing to participate in exams are required to attend two
ballet classes per week.  This includes a weekly ballet class as well  as the
exam specif ic class during the week. An exception to this is  the Primary RAD
class who only need to attend one  exam specif ic class per week.

Progressing Ballet Technique classes are compulsory for all  RAD
students in Grade 3 and above and the Saturday Pre Pointe class is
compulsory for all  RAD students grade 5 and above.

Leading up to exams, al l  exam students wil l  be required to attend a mock
exam where they wil l  be assessed by our RAD registered ballet teacher,  Miss
Tanya Singh. After the assessment you wil l  be notif ied if  your child is  ready
to sit  their  exam. IMPORTANT: The final decision of exam entry is at the
discretion of Miss Tanya Singh .  

The Royal Acedemy of Dance also run their 'RAD Winter Workshops'  in
June/July of each year .  These workshops are  offered to Grades 1  to 8,
Intermediate Foundation through to Advanced and are an intensive
workshop designed to help students prepare for examinations.  It  is highly
recommended that all  exam students participate in these workshops. 
 
Al l  workshop dates and costs wil l  be confirmed in Term One of each year .  

Regular attendance is extremely important to give  each child the best
chance of being ready to sit  their  exam and to help them achieve the best
result they can.  Parents are advised that any more than a total of three
classes missed may compromise their achievements.

I f  a student is  not quite exam ready,  they wil l  continue working towards
sitt ing their exam the fol lowing year .   Alternatively ,  SSPA might enter
students to participate in the Class Award instead. The RAD Class Award is a
supported form of the same examination material .  It  is  marked in a less
formal manner and the class teacher is  present.   
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t a n y a  s i n g h  
Miss Tanya Singh is a registered
Royal Academy of Dance teacher
who wil l  be working with our
Exam students every week.  

Miss Tanya has a passion for
teaching and developing the love
of dance.   With over 23 years of
experience in putting students
through RAD exams, Miss Tanya
also mentors for the RAD Classical
ballet Teachers '  Program (CBTS) .  
She helps teachers with teaching
skil ls ,  execution of work,  and
preparation for their  f inal exam to
gain their own registration as a
RAD certif ied ballet teacher.

After studying Classical ballet at
the prestigious Marie Walton
Dance Academy in Newcastle,
Miss Tanya successfully gained a
scholarship at The London Studio
Centre (England).  She fel l  in love
with Performing Arts and Musical
Theatre,  learning the arts of
Contemporary,  Hip Hop, Drama
and Vocals .  

Upon returning to Austral ia ,  Miss
Tanya moved to country Victoria
to start her teaching career ,
opening and running her own
studio for 14 years before moving
to Melbourne to freelance teach.

She adjudicates competit ions
such as ComDance, formally
known as CSTD Festival ,
Phoenix Dance Festival ,  and the
Victorian Performing Arts
Challenge amongst many.

Miss Tanya is extremely
passionate about teaching and
is looking forward to sharing
her knowledge and experience
with the ballet students at
Sally ’s  School of Performing
Arts .
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c l a s s  a n d
e x a m i n a t i o n  a t t i r e
 
A L L  S T U D E N T S  A R E  R E Q U I R E D  T O  W E A R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A T T I R E  T O
T H E I R  S A T U R D A Y  E X A M  C L A S S  A N D  T H E I R  E X A M

P r i m a r y  -  e n e r g e t i k s  b r a n d  o n l y

W H E N  P U R C H A S I N G  A  N E W  L E O T A R D ,  P L E A S E  E N S U R E
I T  I S  A  F I R M / T I G H T  F I T  A N D  D O  N O T  A L L O W  F O R
G R O W I N G  R O O M  

P R I M A R Y  
 ‘ L I L A C ’  E N E R G E T I K S  O P H E L I A  L E O T A R D

‘ L I L A C ’  J U L I E T T E  S K I R T
‘ W H I T E ’  D A N C E  S O C K S  ( F O R  E X A M  O N L Y )  

P R I M A R Y  B O Y S
 ‘ B L A C K ’  E N E R G E T I K S  J E S S E  L E O T A R D

‘ B L A C K ’  E N E R G E T I K S  O A K L E Y  B I K E  S H O R T
‘ W H I T E ’  D A N C E  S O C K S

S H O E S  - R É V É L A T I O N  B A L L E T  S H O E  ( C A N V A S )  -
T E C H  F I T  ' W H I T E '
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c l a s s  a n d
e x a m i n a t i o n  a t t i r e
 g r a d e  1  t o  i n t e r m e d i a t e  -  s p e c i f i c  b r a n d  o n l y

G R A D E  5  
 ‘ P U R P L E  I R I S ’

B L O C H  O N D I N A
L E O T A R D  

I N T E R M E D I A T E  
 ‘ N A V Y ’

B L O C H  O N D I N A
L E O T A R D  

I N T E R M E D I A T E
F O U N D A T I O N  

 ‘ P U R P L E  I R I S ’
B L O C H  O N D I N A

L E O T A R D  

G R A D E  4  
 ‘ Z A F F I R O ’

B L O C H  O N D I N A
L E O T A R D  

G R A D E  2  
 ‘ J A C A R A N D A ’

E N E R G E T I K S
O P H E L I A
L E O T A R D  

G R A D E  3  
 ‘ M U L B E R R Y ’
E N E R G E T I K S

O P H E L I A
L E O T A R D  

G R A D E  1  
 ‘ B A B Y  B L U E ’
E N E R G E T I K S

O P H E L I A
L E O T A R D  
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s h o e S  a n d  t i g h t s
 
A L L  S T U D E N T S  A R E  R E Q U I R E D  T O  W E A R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  B A L L E T
S H O E S  A N D  T I G H T S  T O  T H E I R  W E E K L Y  B A L L E T  C L A S S E S  A N D  T O
T H E I R  E X A M .

W E  R E C O M M E N D  K E E P I N G  O N E  P A I R  O F  B A L L E T  S H O E S  A N D  B A L L E T  T I G H T S
C L E A N  F O R  U P C O M I N G  E X A M S ,  C O M P E T I T I O N S  A N D  T H E  S H O W C A S E .  

b a l l e t  s h o e s  a n d  t i g h t s  -  e n e r g e t i k s  b r a n d  o n l y

R É V É L A T I O N  C A N V A S

B A L L E T  S H O E  -  T E C H  F I T

C O L O U R :  T H E A T R I C A L  P I N K

C L A S S I C  D A N C E  T I G H T  -

F O O T E D

C O L O U R :  T H E A T R I C A L  P I N K  

c h a r a c t e r  s h o e s  -  B L O C H  b r a n d  o n l y

T H E  G R A D E  1  T H R O U G H  T O  G R A D E  5  B A L L E T  E X A M  C L A S S E S  A R E
R E Q U I R E D  T O  W E A R  C H A R A C T E R  S H O E S  F O R  T H E I R  C H A R A C T E R

D A N C E S  W H I C H  T H E Y  P E R F O R M  I N  T H E I R  E X A M .   

G R A D E  1  A N D  G R A D E  2 :   B L O C H  A C C E N T  G I R L S  C A N V A S  S H O E
‘ B L A C K ’  ( L O W  H E E L )

G R A D E  3 ,  G R A D E  4  A N D  G R A D E  5 :   B L O C H  T E M P O  C U B A N  G I R L S
C A N V A S  S H O E  ‘ B L A C K ’



 

P U R C H A S E  T H E  C O M P L E T E  U N I F O R M  A T  T H E
F O L L O W I N G  S U P P L I E R S :

G A I L ' S  D A N C E  W O R K S :  2 6 9  H I G H  S T R E E T  M E L T O N ,
9 7 4 3  4 7 9 0   
B L O C H :  H T T P S : / / W W W . B L O C H . C O M . A U
E N E R G E T I K S :  H T T P S : / / W W W . E N E R G E T I K S . C O M . A U
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A L L  S T U D E N T S  A R E  T O  W E A R  T H E I R  H A I R  I N  A  N E A T  C L A S S I C A L
B U N ,  W I T H  A  B U N  N E T  A N D  P I N S .  

' B O W S  F O R  B E T T Y '  H A I R C O M B S  I N  C O R R E S P O N D I N G  L E O T A R D
C O L O U R S  W I L L  B E  A V A I L A B L E  T O  P U R C H A S E  A T  T H E  S T U D I O S  A T
T H E  B E G I N N I N G  O F  E A C H  Y E A R .   T H E S E  M U S T  B E  W O R N  E A C H
W E E K  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E  E X A M  U N I F O R M .

h a i r  
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r a i n b o w  l e o t a r d  d a y !
 O N  T H E  F I R S T  S A T U R D A Y  O F  E V E R Y  M O N T H ,  A L L  E X A M
S T U D E N T S  W I L L  H A V E  T H E  O P T I O N  O F  W E A R I N G  T H E I R  O W N
C H O I C E  O F  C L A S S I C A L  L E O T A R D  T O  T H E I R  E X A M  C L A S S !   



m i n i m u m  a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
The minimum age must have been reached by a specif ied date
before each exam session.
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G R A D E A G E  

P R E  P R I M A R Y  I N  D A N C E

P R I M A R Y  I N  D A N C E

G R A D E S  1  T O  5

I N T E R M E D I A T E  F O U N D A T I O N  

I N T E R M E D I A T E  

A D V A N C E D  F O U N D A T I O N  

A D V A N C E D  1  

A D V A N C E D  2  

G R A D E S  6  T O  8  

5  Y E A R S

6  Y E A R S

7  Y E A R S

1 1  Y E A R S

1 1  Y E A R S

1 2  Y E A R S

1 4  Y E A R S

1 5  Y E A R S

1 3  Y E A R S



e x a m  d a y  
Exam day is a relaxed, calm and enjoyable day for our exam students.  

On the day of the exam, students wil l  head to the place of examination – this
can either be at our studio,  or at an alternative venue. 

Students are required to wear their  RAD exam uniform and wil l  be given a
number to attach to their  leotard.  Students wil l  wait outside unti l  a bell
r ings to announce the examiners are ready.

When the students enter the room, they wil l  introduce themselves to the
examiner,  The examiner then gives instructions about the exercises they’d
l ike the student to perform. Normally ,  this starts with barre,  moving on to
centre practice exercises.  Once the exam is over ,  the examiner wil l  dismiss
the students.
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M E R I T  

H I G H  M E R I T

 5 5  T O  6 4  

 6 5  T O  7 4  

1 1

a w a r d s  
For examinations,  candidates receive both a f inal mark (expressed as
a percentage) and an attainment band.

There are three attainment bands:  pass,  merit  and distinction.
Candidates who do not achieve the standard required for a pass wil l
receive the result of ‘standard not attained. '

R E S U L T
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

T O T A L  M A R K S  
M E D A L

 C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

S T A N D A R D  N O T  
A T T A I N E D  

P A S S  

0  T O  3 9  

4 0  T O  5 4  

N / A  

B R O N Z E  

S I L V E R  

D I S T I N C T I O N   7 5  T O  8 4  

H I G H  D I S T I N C T I O N   8 5  T O  1 0 0  

G O L D  



1 2

B A L L E T  R A D  E X A M  c l a s s e s   

1  X  4 5 M I N  C L A S S  =  $ 2 0 0  P E R  T E R M  ( 1 0  W E E K S )

1  X  6 0 M I N  C L A S S  =  $ 2 4 0  P E R  T E R M  ( 1 0  W E E K S )

1  X  7 5 M I N  C L A S S  =  $ 2 7 0  P E R  T E R M  ( 1 0  W E E K S )

1  X  9 0 M I N  C L A S S  =  $ 3 1 0  P E R  T E R M  ( 1 0  W E E K S )

1  X  1 2 0 M I N  C L A S S  =  $ 3 3 0  P E R  T E R M  ( 1 0  W E E K S )

2 0 2 4  R A D  E X A M  F E E S  
P l e a s e  f i n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  f e e  s t r u c t u r e  b e l o w .  F e e s  a r e  a d j u s t e d
a c c o r d i n g l y  a n d  a r e  n o n - r e f u n d a b l e .  T h e  e x a m p l e s  b e l o w  s h o w  t h e
c o s t  o f  f e e s  f o r  a  1 0  w e e k  t e r m .



1 3

2 0 2 4  E X A M  E N T R Y  F E E S  
Exam entry fees are due for each individual student in May each year and must be
paid full  prior to submission.  Please note that the exam entry fee is an additional
cost on top of term fees.

G R A D E A E C  R E V  

G R A D E  1  

G R A D E  2  

G R A D E  3  

G R A D E  4  

G R A D E  5  

G R A D E  6  

G R A D E  7  

G R A D E  8  

I N T E R M E D I A T E  F O U N D A T I O N  

I N T E R M E D I A T E   

A D V A N C E D  F O U N D A T I O N   

A D V A N C E D  1  

A D V A N C E D  2  

S E A L  

$ 9 8  

$ 1 1 1

$ 1 1 9

$ 1 2 7

$ 1 3 2

$ 1 4 2

$ 1 5 0

$ 1 5 4

$ 1 6 9

$ 1 7 6

$ 1 5 3

$ 1 7 1

$ 2 0 1

$ 2 0 5

$ 2 1 1

$ 2 2 1

$ 2 2 9

$ 2 3 8

$ 2 4 3

$ 2 4 6

$ 1 8 2 $ 3 6 6

$ 3 7 3

$ 3 9 6

N A

$ 2 1 2

$ 1 8 9

$ 2 4 7 $ 4 3 7

$ 2 5 1 $ 4 4 0

$ 2 6 5 $ 4 5 4

P R I M A R Y  I N  D A N C E $ 8 9 $ 1 3 6

AEC – Approved Examination Centre,  normally the teacher’s own studio

RAV  –  RAD Approved Venue, premises provided by the RAD

M E M B E R     N O N  M E M B E R M E M B E R     N O N  M E M B E R

$ 5 2 4$ 3 3 5
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e n r o l m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n

r e f e r e n c e s  

 https://au.royalacademyofdance.org

All  SSPA students wishing to enrol in our RAD Exam classes are
required to:

Contact Sally ’s  School of Performing Arts to discuss whether
these classes are suitable for your child 
Enrol in the appropriate mid week ballet class,  RAD Exam ballet
class,  Progressing Ballet Technique class (Grade 3 and above only)
and Pre Pointe class (Grade 5 and above)

 
 


